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Texas Hold’em pre-flop odds 
when playing heads-up 

Spotting the favourite 
 
In this article we will have a look at the odds for different starting hands pre-flop. The 
objective is to get a better understanding of the pre-flop odds we are getting when we are up 
against different kinds of starting hands and if we decide to call to the river.  
 

Pairs  

- Pair vs a slightly smaller pair ~ 80% against 20%  
- High pair vs small pair ~ 80% against 20%  
- High pair vs suited connectors - not dominated hands ~80% against 20%  
- High pair vs unsuited connectors - not dominated hands ~80% against 20%  
- High pair vs suited hand - not dominated hands ~ 80/85% against 20/15%.  
- High pair vs unsuited hand - not dominated hands ~ 85% against 15%  
- Pair vs dominated hand ~ 90% against 10%.  

Overcards versus pair  

- Suited connectors vs smaller pair ~ 48% against 52%. Favourite varies!  
- Connectors vs smaller pair ~ 46% against 54% up to 50% against 50%.  

Dominated hands  

- Unsuited vs unsuited dominated hand ~ 70% against 30%  
- Unsuited vs suited dominated ~ 65% against 35%  
- Suited vs suited dominated hand ~70% against 30%  
- Suited vs unsuited dominated hand ~75% against 35% 

Mixed hands 

- Varying results ranging from roughly 65 against 35 to 55 against 45. 
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Pairs 
Pair versus a slightly smaller pair 

About 80% against 20%. This applies regardless if we are talking about AA vs KK or 66 vs 
55. The lower pair is gaining some percents if they are not sharing suit with the higher pair 
and by keeping distance to the high pair which gives the lower pair more straight possibilities. 
 
Examples: 
 

   vs                  vs    
       81.255%                         18.745%                      80.865%                      19.135% 
 

   vs    
        80.474%                      19.526% 
 

High pair versus small pair 

80% against 20%. It is a marginal difference compared to the previous example. The small 
pair will gain some percents if it is not sharing the same suit as the high pair and by not 
competing for the same straight A-2-3-4-5. 
 
Examples: 
 

   vs                  vs    
        81.548%                    18.452%                          80.705%                      19.295% 
 

   vs    
         80.299%                   19.701% 
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High pair versus suited connectors 

80% against 20%. The suited connectors is gaining some percents by not sharing the same 
suit as the high pair and when given the possibility to make a straight without using any of the 
cards in the high pair, as illustrated in the example AA vs 87s below. 
 
Examples: 
 

  vs                    vs    
        82.315%                     17.685%                              80.299%                       19.701% 
 

  vs                   vs    
        81.708% 18.292% 78.283% 21.717% 
 

  vs                  vs   
 79.692% 20.308% 76.979% 23.021% 
 

  vs   
82.398% 17.602% 
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High pair vs unsuited connectors 
 
These starting hands are also 80% against 20% hands. A bigger variation happens when the 
pair is only slightly bigger than the connectors, thus competing for the same straight and 
making this a 85% against 15% hand. 
 
Examples: 
 

  vs                    vs   
        80.640%                    19.360%                           85.031%                        14.969% 
 
High pair vs suited hand 
 
Another 80% against 20% hand with potential of getting up to 85% against 15%. It differs 
depending on if it is one,two or three gap connectors or even higher gaps. The disadvantage of 
the suited connectors increases when the gap is big thus having a harder time making a 
straight. If the both hands are competing for the same straight the suited cards will turn into an 
even bigger underdog. 
 
Examples: 
 

  vs                     vs   
        83.305%                    16.695%                                78.448%                      21.552% 
 

  vs                     vs   
        83.133%                     16.867%                               82.710%                     17.290% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BESTPOKER.COM – NOW EVEN BETTER!  FLH300 THE BONUS CODE GIVES YOU 100% EXTRA UP TO 
€300 WHEN YOU MAKE YOUR FIRST DEPOSIT. THE BONUS IS RELEASED WITH €10/100 VIP AND IS 
PAID TO YOUR ACCOUNT AFTER 30 DAYS FROM SIGNUP. 1 VIP POINT IS GIVEN TO YOU WHEN YOU 
HAVE BEEN DEALT A HAND AND THE POT HAS BEEN RAKED FOR AT LEAST €0.31. THIS EQUALS 10 
HANDS PER € IF WE ASSUME THAT EVERY HAND IS RAKED. YOU DON’T HAVE TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE POT FOR THE HAND TO COUNT AS RAKED. THIS BONUS IS VALID IN 30 DAYS FROM SIGN-UP. 

 



FixedLimitHoldem.com – Beating low limit Texas Hold’em the easy way 

High pair vs unsuited hand 
 
About 85% against 15%. Factors of negative influence for the unsuited hand are, again, if 
they are sharing the same suit as the pair, if they are competing for the same straight and the 
gap between the two cards. 
 
Examples: 
 

  vs                     vs   
        87.422%                     12.578%                              88.977%                       11.023% 
 

  vs                     vs   
       85.253%                      14.747%                               83.755%                      16.245% 
 
Pair vs dominated hand 
 
The definition of a dominated hand: A dominated hand is a hand that very often will lose to a 
better hand if played by others. This is most often the case when you are playing a hand 
consisting of one high card combined with a weak kicker as people usually prefer a starting 
hand consisting of high cards. 
 
Pair vs unsuited dominated hand.  
 
About 90% against 10% without any bigger variations.  
 
Example: 
 

  vs                      vs   
        92.575%                     7.425%                                  88.373%                      11.627% 
 

  vs   
89.222%                     10.778% 
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Pair vs suited dominated hand  
 
About 85% against 15%.  
 
Examples: 
 

  vs                      vs   
       87.859%                      12.141%                                 82.183%                     17.817% 
 

  vs   
84.715%                      15.285% 
 

Overcards versus pairs 

Suited connectors vs smaller pair 

About 48% against 52%. Knowing which hand that is the favourite can be a bit tricky to find 
out. For example, AKs is an underdog versus all pairs except 22. This due to AK's limitid 
straight possibilities. The only thing that makes AKs a favourite against 22 is the competition 
for the same straight A-2-3-4-5 and the fact that the straight possibilities for 22 are also very 
limited. 
 
Examples: 
 

  vs                       vs   
       46.214%                      53.786%                                46.106%                     53.894% 
 

  vs                       vs   
        50.084%                      49.916%                                52.437%                     47.563% 
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The best chances for the suited connectors are when they are given full straight possibilities 
without interference from the smaller pairs. Two examples of this are T9s vs 55 and QJs vs 
77. 
 

   mot    
        50.527%                       49.473% 
 
KQs are not a favourite against 88 even if the interval between the hands is the same as the 
examples above. This is due to the limited straight possibilities for the high suited connectors. 
 

  mot    
        48.888%                      51.112% 
 
Suited connectors have the best possibilities when they are medium-sized, giving the hand 
many straight possibilities, and when they are up against small pairs with few straight 
possibilities. 
 
Examples: 
 

  vs     
        53.384%                      46.616% 
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Connectors vs smaller pair 
 
About 46% against 54% up to 50/50. The only possibility for the connectors to make a coin-
flip (50% against 50% chans) vs a smaller pair is to get maximum help from straight 
possibilities , not compete for the same straights and when the connectors are up against a 
small pair with limited straight possibilities. 
 
Not good...                                                                    Better...... 
 

  vs                       vs   
        46.960%                   53.040%                                  53.216%                     46.784% 
 
Are you surprised ? I guess. It is easy to overplay both AKs and AK. Especially in no limit. 
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Dominated hands 
Unsuited vs unsuited dominated hand 
 
These hands are about 70% against 30% but the variation is quite big. These values changes 
quite a lot when we are playing small hands as more pots are split pots. This is caused by the 
community cards. High cards, pairs etc will more often help both players when we are playing 
small hands against each other. 
 
In all the previous examples the split pots have been very few, thus these results have been 
omitted. However, in these examples case there is a good reason for presenting all stats. 
 

  vs                      vs   
     equity (%)      win (%)          tie (%)                     equity (%)      win (%)          tie (%) 
AQ:73.3134           70.44%            02.88%                KJ:72.2723           68.39              03.88 
A9: 26.6866           23.81%           02.88%                 K5:27.7277           23.84              03.88 
 

  vs                       vs   
      
equity (%)      win (%)          tie (%)                     equity (%)      win (%)         tie (%) 
AQ: 66.9043          56.58              10.32                    KJ: 57.7504          36.62              21.13 
A9: 33.0957           22.78               10.32                  K5: 42.2496          21.12              21.13 
 
Unsuited vs suited dominated hand 
 
About 65% against 35%. In short we could see that the extra card in the same suit doesn't help 
the dominated hand much. About 5% differs from the "unsuited vs suited"-results. The same 
rules as in the first example applies. 
 
Suited vs suited dominated hand 
 
About 70% against 30%. The same rules from the first example applies, i.e the difference in 
strength between these hands is decreasing when we play small cards heads-up. 

Suited vs unsuited dominated hand 

About 75% against 25%. The same rules from the first example applies, i.e the difference in 
strength between these hands is decreasing when we play small cards heads-up. 
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Mixed hands 
- Varying results ranging from roughly 65 against 35 to 55 against 45. 
 
   

  vs                       vs   
         62.657%                    37.343%                                 59.449%                     40.551% 
 

  vs                       vs   
         56.268%                     43.732%                                 46.427%                     53.573% 
 

  vs                        vs   
         57.140%                      42.860%                                  54.488%                      45.512% 
   

  vs                        vs   
         67.439%                      32.561%                                  65.419%                      34.581% 
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